
David Melfi  LA Fitness, West Oaks 
Mechanical Option  Houston, TX 

 2

Acknowledgements 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank some of the many people who have 
offered me their knowledge and support on this journey.   
 
I would like to give special thanks to my parents, Barbara and Vito, and my sister 
Cheri for always being there for me and supporting my decisions through the years.   
 
Thanks to my girlfriend, Kate Shemeley, for all of her love and patience while I was 
working on this project.   
 
Thank you to the entire mechanical faculty for sharing their expertise and wisdom.  
Special thanks to Dr. Freihaut and Dr. Bahnfleth for their consultation, advice, and 
friendship.   
 
Thanks to everyone working at Advanced Technologies, Inc. for providing me with 
so much more than a job.  I would especially like to thank Steve Oskin, Aaron 
McDonald, Ari Fleitman, and Todd Stonebreaker for everything they have done for 
me and taught me.   
 
Thanks to the graduating AE Class of 2006 for sharing this long, strange, trip with me.  
Special thanks to Justin Mulhollan, Steve Puchek, Beth “Saus” Hostutler, Norman 
Ming Tsui, Eric Yanovich, Chris Shelow(s), Michael “T-Rox” Troxell, Jenny “J-dot” 
Mers, Noah Ashbaugh, Juli Rankin, Al “street dog” Zumaran, and to anyone who ever 
wore a “Mel-Phi” jersey either on the field or just in spirit.  Thank you all for the 
memories, stories, laughter, and the love.  I wish you all the best.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


